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Day Standard Instructions 

Monday Accurately quote a text. ● Read and review the skills slides.  

● Read Florida Turtle Habitat Nearly Wiped Out by 

Hurricane Irma and answer the questions about 

the text.  

Tuesday Accurately quote a text. ● Review the skills slides again. 

● Read Tiny Treadmills: Study Tests Energy Used by 

Baby Sea Turtles on Ocean Run and answer the 

questions about the text.  

Wednesday Analyze multiple accounts of 
the same event or topic. 

● Read and review the skills slides.  

● Reread the two texts.  

● Analyze similarities and differences in the 

multiple accounts of the same topic. 

Thursday Informative/Explanatory 
Writing  

● Review and unpack the writing prompt.  

● Read and annotate the Light Pollution texts.  

● Create an evidence table and plan your essay 

using the graphic organizers.  

Friday Informative/Explanatory 
Writing  

● Write your essay.  

● Edit and revise your essay.  

Daily: Read a book of your choice for 30 minutes.  

 
**If your student needs assistance with any of the content presented in these lessons, 
please contact their teacher. All Orange County Public School teachers are committed 
to supporting our students throughout this distance learning experience. Thank you 
for all that you do to maintain a strong School/Home connection! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Monday 
 

 

Review: 
When we are talking about a text and what it says, either explicitly (which means the answer 
is right there) or inferring (which means readers use things they already know plus the text to 
understand the text), it is important to refer to details and examples from the text in answers 
to allow us to quote accurately, or correctly. 



Florida turtle habitat nearly wiped out
by Hurricane Irma

 

Rachel Santulli works for Marine Turtle Research Group at Archie Carr National Wildlife Refuge in Brevard County, Florida.
She monitors nighttime nesting of sea turtles, surveying hatching activity at daybreak. During an excavation, she found a live,
baby green turtle. She released it and watched as it crawled into the Atlantic surf. Photo by: Kevin Spear/Orlando Sentinel/
TNS. 

Beaches in south Brevard County in Florida are a major refuge for sea turtles.
Until last month, these beaches were home to a record number of sea turtle nests.
Then Hurricane Irma hit Florida.

About half of nearly 16,000 green turtle nests were destroyed in the storm.
Scientists called this a "devastating" blow to the threatened species.

But the big picture for green turtles looks much better. Scientist Kate Mansfield
thinks Irma may prove to be a blip in their survival history. Mansfield is an expert
on sea turtles. She is in charge of the University of Central Florida (UCF) Marine
Turtle Research Group.

By Orlando Sentinel, adapted by Newsela staff on 10.27.17 
Word Count 690 
Level 830L 

This article is available at 5 reading levels at https://newsela.com. 1



In the 1980s, green turtles rarely appeared
at Central Florida's Atlantic Ocean beaches.
Over time, that changed. The number of
green turtles grew so large that it
eventually beat the number of loggerhead
turtles this year.

This trend is largely due to laws passed in
the United States and around the world.
Some of the measures protect nests and eggs. Others discourage the use of bright
lights on beaches. These lights can disorient the creatures.

Mansfield thinks this positive trend will continue. "If we keep having these big
turtle turnouts on the beach, I think we are going to do all right," she said.

But there's still one thing to worry about, she and other experts said. It's the
number of damaging storms that continue to crash into Florida.

"One year's storm is sad but not a big deal in the big scheme of things," said
Simona Ceriani. She is a scientist with the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation
Commission. "It's the frequency of storms that matters."

Turtles Make Headway Before Hurricane Irma

Ceriani said green turtles were having great success leading up to Irma.

Sea turtles on Florida's east coast suffered the most, she said. They were hit
harder by the storm than those along the west coast and Panhandle.

For more than 30 years, the UCF turtle group has been studying sea turtles. The
scientists focus on the Archie Carr National Wildlife Refuge. This is a protected
area for sea turtles. It spans 20 miles along Brevard and Indian River counties.
Turtle activity there makes up about one-third of all nesting in the United States.

Plowing Up Sand For Thousands Of Nests

This summer, stretches of Archie Carr looked as if they had been bombed. It's
what happens when turtles plow up sand for thousands of nests.

UCF turtle scientists have mental maps of the beach. They have learned how to
read the jumble of holes, humps and tracks.

This article is available at 5 reading levels at https://newsela.com. 2



"We have GPS, but I've been on this beach so many times I don't really need it,"
said Rachel Santulli. She is a UCF graduate who now works for the turtle group.

The scientist pointed out a turtle's track along a giant "S" route. She explained
how the turtle had moved around looking for the best place to nest. Santulli also
found a place where a turtle had nested on top of another nest.

That's a sign of how densely packed the beach is with nests. Another sign of the
intense activity at Archie Carr is what's missing. The beach does not have the
wood stakes and signs usually found at other beaches.

The stakes would prevent the turtles from moving around, Santulli said.

Making sense of tracks and nests is best
done in the evening, she said. That's
because the sun is low and shadows are
more pronounced.

A gritty task for her came after the sun was
higher and hotter. Santulli dug through a
nest where eggs had hatched.

The effort was to document the number of
empty shells and the nearly dozen that failed to hatch. Some were filled with a
thick, stinking liquid.

Also deeply buried was a living, wiggling hatchling. Unlike its siblings, it wasn't
able to tunnel out of the nest.

"Nothing beats this," Santulli said as she carried the hatchling to the sea. "This is
definitely one of the best parts."

This article is available at 5 reading levels at https://newsela.com. 3



 
 
 
After reading the text Florida Turtle Habitat Nearly Wiped Out by Hurricane Irma, respond to 
the following questions. 
 
What statement on page 1 of the text helps the reader understand what happened to the sea 
turtles during Hurricane Irma? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
According to the section “Plowing up Sand for Thousands of Nests”, what two statements 
show the two signs that beaches are packed with sea turtle nests? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Tiny treadmills: Study tests energy
used by baby sea turtles on ocean run

 

Image 1: Florida Atlantic University researchers used tiny treadmills to study how prolonged crawling can affect sea turtle
hatchlings disoriented by coastal lights. Photo from: Florida Atlantic University. 

After they hatch, baby sea turtles race from the nest to the ocean. To survive,
speed is key. But sometimes lights beaming from human homes can pull them in
the wrong direction. What happens to them then? 

To find out, scientists at Florida Atlantic University came up with an unusual
solution. They decided to make a tiny turtle treadmill.

The team's lead scientist was Sarah Milton. She wanted to see how much energy
the baby turtles use to crawl, and how long they can crawl. She collected 150
loggerhead and green sea turtle hatchlings from nests in Palm Beach County,
Florida. The turtles were safely released following their workout!

By Miami Herald, adapted by Newsela staff on 01.17.18 
Word Count 442 
Level 790L 

This article is available at 5 reading levels at https://newsela.com. 1



Sea Turtles Crawl On Tiny Treadmills

The scientists recreated lighting like what you might find on a beach near a city.
They put the turtles on tiny treadmills near these lights. They measured the
turtles' oxygen and energy levels. They then compared these numbers to the same
measurements for lost, disoriented turtles. The second group of turtles was found
on the beach.

After turtles hatch, they try to make it to the
ocean in a mad dash. It takes just a few
minutes. According to researchers, the
scramble happens in the first 24 hours of a
hatchling's life. Dozens of babies can hatch
from a single nest. 

Turtles naturally head for bright low
horizons and away from tall dark shadows.
Usually that pulls them toward the water, but city lighting can confuse them. Then
the turtles crawl in the wrong direction, which means they are outside and
exposed for longer as they search for the sea. Hungry animals can grab them off
the beach. 

Only about half of turtle babies born near cities make it to the sea, Milton said.

Surprising Results

The scientists expected that lost turtles would be exhausted compared to turtles
that headed right to the ocean. The confused turtles would have to crawl farther
and would be less able to swim, they thought. In the end, though, the study
suggested something else. The treadmill tests showed turtles are actually good at
saving their strength. They even take breaks. 

Milton said her team was surprised by the results.  "They crawl and rest, crawl
and rest," she said in a statement. "That's why they weren't too tired to swim."

City Lights Still Dangerous For Turtles

The turtles' stamina is a good thing for their survival. Still, Milton said city lights
near the beach are still a risk for turtles. Lost hatchlings spend more time outside.
That means more time exposed to predators and other dangers on the beach.

This article is available at 5 reading levels at https://newsela.com. 2



Tuesday 
 
Select a statement that supports the inference that the turtles behaved in a 
way that scientists did not expect.  
 

Ⓐ “The team's lead scientist was Sarah Milton.” 
Ⓑ “Dozens of babies can hatch from a single nest.” 
Ⓒ “The treadmill tests showed turtles are actually good at saving their 
strength.” 
Ⓓ “City lights near the beach are still a risk for turtles.” 
 
 
 

Fill in the circles to select the details from “Tiny Treadmills” that support the 

inferences in the columns. 

 

 Baby sea turtles 
do not use all of 

their energy 
when crawling 

toward the 
ocean. 

Humans near 
beaches should 
avoid making 

light. 

“But sometimes lights beaming from 

human homes can pull them in the 

wrong direction.” 

Ⓐ  Ⓑ  

“They crawl and rest, crawl and 
rest.” 

Ⓒ  Ⓓ  

“The turtles' stamina is a good thing 
for their survival.” 

Ⓔ  Ⓕ  

 

 
 
 



 
Wednesday 

 

Review: 
 

When we are looking at different topics and events, we should look for multiple 
resources to help us understand. As a reader, you should look at different 
accounts of the same topic or event and see what different authors have to 
say about the topic or event. The authors will have similarities and differences 
in their points of view, but through your analysis of the accounts you can better 
understand the topic and/or event.  In order to compare and contrast the points of 
view presented in first- and secondhand accounts, we can ask ourselves the 
following questions: 
 
For firsthand accounts, or primary resources, we can ask: 

● How does the point of view affect the account? 
● What information is the reader gaining because of the point of view of the 

account? 
 

Finally, for secondhand accounts, or secondary resources, we can ask: 
● What is different because of how the author experienced the event? 
● What are the author’s thoughts on the event or the feelings toward the 

event/topic? 



 
Part A: Select the point of view that is represented in both passages. 
 
Ⓐ There is hope for baby sea turtles. 
Ⓑ Sea turtles are being eaten by predators, like owls. 
Ⓒ The treadmills for sea turtles will be made widely available. 
Ⓓ Sea turtles have trouble hatching. 
 
Part B: Select one detail from each text to support your answer in Part A.  
 
Ⓐ “Then Hurricane Irma hit Florida.” (Florida Turtle Habitat...) 
Ⓑ “But the big picture for green turtles looks much better.” (Florida Turtle 
Habitat...) 
Ⓒ “Mansfield is an expert on sea turtles.” (Florida Turtle Habitat...) 
Ⓓ “The turtles' stamina is a good thing for their survival. (Tiny Treadmills) 
Ⓔ “Lost hatchlings spend more time outside.” (Tiny Treadmills) 
Ⓕ “Only about half of turtle babies born near cities make it to the sea, Milton 
said.” (Tiny Treadmills) 
 
Select two statements that show a difference in the points of view presented in 
the articles.  
 
Ⓐ The author of “Tiny Treadmills…” believes there are no risks affecting sea 
turtles. 
Ⓑ The author of “Tiny Treadmills…” believes lights and predators put sea turtles 
at a great risk. 
Ⓒ The author of “Florida Turtle Habitat…” believes natural disasters, such as 
hurricanes, are a large risk for sea turtles. 
Ⓓ The author of “Florida Turtle Habitat…” believes sea turtles are dangerous to 
the beaches, while the author of “Tiny Treadmills…” believes sand harms the 
turtles. 
Ⓔ The author of “Florida Turtle Habitat…” believes researchers do not know much 
about sea turtles.  
 
 
 



 

Review: 
Remember, planning for an essay includes your controlling idea (answer to 
the prompt), main idea statements for your body paragraphs (reasons to 
support the controlling idea), transitions, evidence from the sources and 
elaboration. A good essay also has an introduction paragraph and a 
conclusion paragraph.  

  











Thursday 
Prompt: Informative/Explanatory Writing: Write an informative essay about the problem of light 
pollution in the United States today. Use information from the passages in your essay. 
 

Planning Page  
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